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By GEORGE sod PRISCILLA 

Johnson McMillan 

• Here on the 10th anniversary of 
President John F. Kennedy’s assas- 
sination, David Belin has come for- 
ward to try to restore Sanity and rea- 
son to the morbid atmosphere of 
suspicion that still hovers over the. 
tragedy in Dallas. 

Mr. Belin is one of a host of 
capable young law-school graduates 
who were brought together to form 
the staff of the Warren Commission. 
His particular' job was to sift the 
“hard” evidence on the crime. He 
has now returned to his evidence. 
Using only testimony originally heard 
•and published by the Warren Com- 
mission, he has allowed the witnes- 
ses to speak again. and has skillfully 
marshaled the testimony around the 
most contentious questions about the 
assassination, pulling together much 
that had remained for a decade raw, 
unorganized material. It is as if Lee 
■Harvey Oswald had lived and there 
had been a trial. 

The verdict is overwhelmingly clear 
that Oswald, and Oswald alone, killed. ■ : 1 
President Kennedy. Mr. Belin has 
done a better job of putting the 
evidence together than the one-vol- 
ume. Warren; Commission Report,, 
which was probably the most com- 
pletely-documented story of a crime 
ever published. 

It is a little discouraging to think 
of Mr. Belin’s chances, readable mid 
fascinating though his book is, of' 
convincing -people of the Warren Re- v 
port’s finding that Oswald did it alone 
when the Report itself has done so 
badly. The temptation is to predict 
that Mr. Belin’s message doesn’t 
stand a chance. 

The extraordinary vitality of the 
rumors about the Dallas assassina- 
tion is ohe of the astonishing phe- 
nomena of American life in the past 
decade. These rumors and conspiracy ■ 
theories have engaged the full-time 
energies of a host of private, self- 
appointed investigators whose work 
has attracted the curiosity and sup- 
port of some of our leading intellec- 
tuals, including . Bertrand Russell, 
Hugh Trevor-Roper and Norman 


Mailer. 

The investigators have produced 
a shelf of books, many of them best 
sellers, which now form a part of 
our cultural landscape. Their theories 
have become a permanent enclave 
of irrationality in our national con- 
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authors seem more eager to prove 
that Oswald didn't do it, couldn’t pos- 
sibly have done it, than they care 
about proving any particular theory. 
It is as if Oswald stood in some 
deep intimate relationship to them, 
stood for something deep within 
them, as if these theorists did not 
dare believe that Oswald did it for 
fear they would have to face some- 
thing in themselves. To accept Os- 
wald as the sole assassin, to accept 
the event as it really happened, is 
to face the killer within ourselves, 
or so might go a psychological ex- 
planation. What is important to the- 
conspiracy theorists — and the mil- 
lions who have been led to believe 
their theories — is to lay the blame 
on something that seems to be ra- 
tional and that is, above all, outside 
themselves. That is the enduring ap- 
peal of a conspiracy. 



sciousness. 

By the standards of sanity (or lun- 
acy) set by later rumors, the earliest 
conspiracy theories seemed positively 
! sensible. -One of these was laid out— 

' by Thomas Buchanan who wrote his, 
“Who Killed Kennedy?”" in Europe, 

: alleging that Kennedy was killed by 
! a right-wing group in Dallas. Dallas 
i was, at the time, in a trauma of re- 
actionary paranoia, created by some 
I of the- oil millionaires, and fanned 
I by former Maj. Gen. Edwin Walker, 

[ who lived there. ■ * 

There were the later rumors that 
i grew out of the divisive conflicts 
r over Vietnam — that President Lyndon ■ 
Johnson had -arranged for Kennedy - 
to be killed so that he. could move 
' into the White House. Or, that a 
! right-wing cold war group had killed 
l Kennedy because he seemed to be 
at the point of pulling the United 
States out of Vietnam. ■ 

. District Attorney Jim Garrison in 
New Orleans brought the national 
media running to his city with his 
allegations that he could prove that a 
team of C.I.A. agents (eventually he 
; was to say there were 14 .of them) 
planned the assassination and exe- ’ 
cuted Kennedy. 


There is a host of' other theories. 
You can read that Oswald was a Cu- 
ban agent, a Russian agent, an F.B.I 
agent, an agent working for a private 
syndicate financed by Howard 
Hughes. Or you can read that he 
was a patsy, that he didn’t do it at 
all. One of the most popular theories 
in 1973 is that there was “a second 
Oswald.” 

Not that any of these theories are 
dead. A conference at which most or 
all of them .will be reviewed is to 
be held in the last week of Novem- ■ 
ber at Georgetown University in 
Washington by the Committee to In- 
vestigate Assassinations, headed by 
Bernard Fensterwald, James ' Mc- 
- Cord’s lawyer, and with such names 
as Fred Cook, the expose author, on 
its letterhead. In fact, this group is 
conducting investigations on the as- 
sumption that the assassinations of 
President^ Kennedy, Robert F. Ken- 
nedy, Dr. Martin Luther: King, and 
the shooting of Governor George 
Wallace, are all linked. 

But -to dwell on their theories is 
to miss' the 'main point about the 
theorists.. There is a curious nega- 
tive quality in almost all the books 
and articles about conspiracies. ' The 


The strategy of these books is to 
ignore the mountain of positive evi- 
dence that Oswald did it and did it 
alone. They assume that no one has 
read or is likely to read the Warren 
Report, -whose main fault, it now ' 
appears, is its negect. Charges - are . 
repeated ad nauseam which were ; 
■ carefully refuted nine years ago in 
the Report. Hundreds of thousands if 
not millions of copies of the books 
containing these charges, have been 
sold while the Report itself has sold 
some 122,000, and only about 1,000 
in the past five years. 

The prototype of all the conspir- 
acy bboks is Mark Lane’s best seller, 
“Rush to Judgment.” Lane, a New 
York attorney, had started his at- 
tacks by early 1964; long before the 
Report was issued. He literally hired 
a hall, a small theater on the West : . 
Side, and presented what he de- 
scribed as his “evidence.” Even then . 
Lane had pretty much assembled the 
- package; it is surprising how quickly 
the theology of a conspiracy came 
into being. Lmie later appeared in a 
night club and before the Warren : 
Commission itself, as counsel for 
Marguerite Oswald, Lee’s mother. 

Mr. Belin takes on Lane with evi- 
dent pleasure. He says that Lane 
knew what he was doingrthat Lane 
was making a “lifetime meal ticket” 
of the Kennedy assassination. After 
all, as Belin says, the Warren Com- 
mission never had a chance to de- 
fend itself. Its work ended with the 
publication of its report, and its 
staff was then disbanded. - 

Mr. Belin refutes Lane time and 
again, taking up one of- his myths 
after another, and knocking them . 
down by showing Lane’s shabby and 
often dishonest investigative meth- 
ods, as well as citing the positive 







is tne story of the assassin, noi 
matter how reluctantwe may 1 
- be to accept it An understand-; 
tag of Oswald’s motive is cru-1 
dal, not to our conviction that 1 
' i. he did it, but to our understand- 
. -Xing of the 'event The War-' 
: ren ■ Commission ddlt mostly 

negativelywith-Oswald’s mo- , 
tive. To go into it more, deeply, 

. - the Commissioners felt,was to 
get into psychological areas 
that were.too remote and the- 
oretical. And so, although near- 
ly half of the Report’s 888 
’ pages aredevoted to Oswald’s 
life history, there is nowhere 
a coherent portrait of him as a 

man ■ - 

- We know this much, that 
for nine of his 24 years, he 
was tom within himself over 
' : the ' world’s problems and 
•\ whether he should dtoose the 
route of peaceful or. of violent 
change. His fluctuations of 
mood were becoming more and 
more frequent during:: the last 
‘ year of his life, just at the time . 

when he read in ' the Dallas 
. paper that the President was 
going to ride' in an: . open car 
under the very window where 
he worked. 

Or, is this too much for ; us 
, to accept, that a warehouse-: 
clerk living hi a seedy board- . .. 
inghouse -to the. rundown Oak 
Cliff section of. Dallas could .-i 
cause us all. so much bewilder- 
ment and pain? - i 



